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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner's Comments 

1. This action is in response to applicant's election received on 10/02/2008 wherein: 
Claims 5-6, 19-20 (Group II) have been elected without traverse. The remainder 

of claims 1-20 are withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 5-6, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

1 ) Independent claims 5 and 20, recites the limitation "the corrected user" in 
second step. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

2) Independent claims 5 and 20, steps (d) and (f), the terms "a facility reservation 
DB" is unclear. Does it mean a facility reservation database? 

3) Claim 6, the term "a ...DB" is inappropriate abbreviation because it's not what 
this term means and abbreviation changes with time and condition. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 5-6, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MCGEE ET AL (US 2004/0065726) in view of MAEDA ET AL (US 5,987,420). 

As for independent claim 5, MCGEE ET AL discloses an admission control 
method for controlling entrance into one or more facilities installed in a site on the basis 
of an admission ticket having an information memory element mounted therein with a 
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unique first identifier capable of being identified by a computer and also having a unique 
second identifier marked thereon and capable of being identified by a person 

{see figures 2A-2B, at least pars. 0006, 0022-0023, 0041 discloses "the ticket 
comprises a magnetic stripe or barcode 30 and the identifier 32, seat number or photo 
ID} said method comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a display marked screen to a user terminal connected via a 
communication network to prompt a user to input information about the ticket e.g. 
identifier from the ticket; 

{see figures 1 , 4 (step 54) pars. 0038, 0044-0046, disclose the user input or enter 
into processing device information about the ticket, e.g. the identifier of the ticket} 

b) receiving said input identifier and authenticating the correct user based on the 
identifier; 

{see figure 4, steps 56-57, pars. 0038, 0044-0045 "disclose the identifier is 
transmitted to a host computer system, upon receipt of the identifier, the host computer 
system authorized the changes status of the ticket to an active status; par. 0029 
discloses an authentication process at the time of redemption} 

e) reading said first identifier of said admission ticket carried by the user who 
wants to enter one of the facilities installed in said site 

{see figures 4-5 (step 62), pars. 0026, 0039, 0045, discloses tlie ticket identifier 
is read at the facilities or redemption locations e.g. amusement park or theater, or 
sporting event} 
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f) referring to said facility reservation DB with use of said read first identifier as a 
key and controlling the entrance of one of the facilities installed in the site 

{see pars. 0012, 0025-0026, 0037, 0039, 0045 discloses the database 16 which 
store information about the ticket, e.g. identifiers, the date and time of the redemption 
and the redemption location; and when identifier is read, and transmitted to the 
computer system to verify the ticket is active, if it is verified, the user or patron may be 
admitted to the entrance}. 

Note: for convenience, letters (a)-(f) are added to the beginning of each step. 

Note : As for the phase "facility reservation DB", this is inherently included in the 
system of MCGEE ET AL because MCGEE ET AL discloses the database 16 which 
stores ticket information, e.g. ticket identifier and the correct day and time for the ticket 
to be redeemed, the redemption location or facility name and ticket status as shown on 
figure 1 , pars. 0012, 0014, 0028, 0039 and 0045. Alternatively, It would have been 
obvious to included the database system of MCGEE ET AL to store other information 
such as reservation information as desired. 

MCGEE ET AL discloses the processing device for user to input ticket 
information such as ticket identifier as indicated in step (a) above, However, MCGEE ET 
AL does not explicitiv disclose the inputting the data information about the facility name 
and reservation time (step c) and recording or registering of the input facility name and 
input reservation time in a facility reservation DB associated with the identifier (step d). 

In the similar method of controlling an admission ticket, MAEDA ET AL discloses 
the selection key for each attraction(facility name) and its starting time appear on 
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display unit 12 of reservation media issuing device 1 which guides the user in selecting 
attractions (facility name) and a reserved time for each attraction {see figures 1-2, col. 3, 
lines 35-63; col. 6, lines 57-67; col. 7, lines 11-17; and lines 37-60}; and information 
about the reservation time and a location or facility name or attractions are entered and 
stored or registered or recorded in a central processing device thus obtaining the benefit 
of "optimizing admissions" which are "eliminating waiting lines" while increasing "time to 
patronize the shops in the park" to improve park gross sales, as taught by col. 1 , lines 5- 
25. {see also figures 1-2, col. 3, lines 35-40, col. 6, lines 57-67; col. 7, lines 11-17; and 
lines 37-60}. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the method for controlling an admission ticket of MCGEE ET AL to 
include the inputting or entering information such as the facility name or location and a 
reservation time from the user and recorded this information in the system or database 
as taught by MAEDA ET AL in order to provide the user or customer the opportunity to 
select or enter the reserved time and the location which he desires, thus obtaining the 
benefit cited above which are "eliminating waiting lines" while increasing "time to 
patronize the shops in the park" to improve park gross sales, as taught by col. 1 , lines 
5-25. 

As for dependent claim 6, discloses the condition of the reading of the first 
identifier from the admission ticket ends in a failure or non-responsive, the database is 
updated ticket status and reissue an admission ticket using various ticket identifiers, this 
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is taught in MCGEE ET AL pars. 0031-0032, and claim 25. Alternatively, the use of any 
other ticket identifiers would have been obvious as mere using other similar parameters. 

As for independent claim 19, which MCGEET ET AL discloses a computer 
program product to be executed in an admission control system for controlling entrance 
in a site or in one of facilities installed in the site on the basic of an admission ticket 
having {see figures 1-5} , basically this claim have the similar steps as the independent 
1 above. It is rejected for the same reason sets forth the independent claim 1 as 
indicated above. 

As for dep. claim 20, basically this deals with computer program product 
comprising the codes for performing the similar step of dep. claim 6 above. It is rejected 
for the same reason sets forth dep. Claim 6 as indicated above. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 
A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
U. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



/Tan Dean D. Nguyen/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



